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frumon Rights Commission of Si 'l,oruka

Act, No. 2i oJ 1996

iCertffied on 2lst August, ig96j

LD.-A n/91
Ax Acr ro ppoirDE FoIt rHE Esrapr,rsNrueuxr Jir r:i: H.unaax

Rronrs Corururssrorrr or Snr Larr.a; To sET our rur
powERS ero ruNLrroxs oF sucH coMMrssroN; AND t{,
PiOVIDd IrOn IvfAtCTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL
TIIERETO.

1. This Act may be cited as the Human gights Commis-
sion of Sri Lanka Act, Ir[o. 2i cri 1gg6 and shail come ii:to
c,peration on such date as the l{inister may appoint by
Order published in the Ga,zette (hereinafter referred to as
the " apErinted date ',).

PART I
Esrenr,rsgrarxr oF THE Hul"grN R;cars CotitivrrsstcN or

Snr Larre
Z. (1) There shall be estabUshed a Commission which

shall be called and known as the Human Rights Commis-
sion o{ Sri Lanka (hereioafter in this Act refered to a8
"the Commisslou').

(2) fhe Commission shall be e body cbrporate havtng
perpetual sucrilssion and a common sell and aqjr rue and
be sued ln its corporete urme.

(3) Thc 6eal ol the Commisdoa shail be to the custoftr
of the Secretery to the Commission aad Eqy be altered in
such manner as may be determiaed by tJee C6mmisgis4

3. (1) The Com:nlsslon shall consist ol ffve members,
chosen from among persons having lvrowledge of, or
practical eqrerience in, matters reladng to human rights.

(2) fhe members of the Commission shall be appoioted
by the Presideut, on the recomnelrdaflon of the Constits_
tional Council:

Prci'ided hor';ever, ti:at during the peuod comrnencing on
the appointed date and ending ou the date nben tho
Constitutional Council ls established, members of tho. tlorn:nission sbaLl be appointed by the president on the
recommendatiou of the prime Minlster la consultatlon witE
the Speaker a-nd the Leader of the Opposition.
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(3) In making recommendations, under subsection (2),

theConstitutionalCouncilandthePrimeMinistershallhave
regard to the necessity of the minorities being represented

of the Commission.

(4) One of the members so appointed shall be nominated

by the Preeldent to bc tbe Cheinnrn ol tbo Commisrion

(5) Every rnember of the Commission shall hold office

for a period of tbree yean

(6) The office of a member shall become vacant- q

(o) upou tbe deEth ol ruch Eembet;

(b) upon sucb member resignlng sucL oEce by wrltlng J

addresced to the Prerldent;

(c) upon rue.b member belng removed frou ofrce ou any
growrd specifred in section 4; or

(d) on the cxplretloo ol bic teno ol oncc.

Grounds tor - 4. (1) A member of the Commission may be removed

rernoval ol trom Otice-
rnemberr,

. (o) by the President, { h*

(i) is adjudged an insolvent by a court of com-
petent jurisdiction;

(ii) engages in any paid employment outside the i

duties of his of0ce, which 'in the opinion of
the President, formed on the recommenda-
tion of the Prime Minister in consultation !
with the Speaker and the Leader of the
Opposition, conflicts with his dutles as a
member of the Commission ;

(iii) is unfit to continue rn office by reason of
infrrmity of mind or bodY;

' (i\r) ds declared to be of unsound mind by a cou$

. of competent jurisdiction ; '

(v) is convicted of an offience involving moral tur-
pitude; or

(vi) absents himself from three consecutive meet-

ings without obtaining leave of the Com-

mission; or
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I b) by an order of the Pres^dent made after an address
of Parliament, supported b; a major_ty of the total
number of nrembers of Parliament (including
those not present) has been presented to the
Presjdent for such iemoval on the gmund oj
proved misl:eharrior or incapacity :

Provided however that no resolution for the
presentation of such an address shall be entertained
by the Speaker or placed on the Order Paper ol
Parl:ament, unless notice of such resolution k
signed by not less than one-third of the total
numl-.er of members of Parliament and sets out
full p:rrticulars of the alleged misbehavior or
,incapacity.

(2) The proeeiure for the presentation and passing on an
,rdciress of Pariiamenr for the rernoval of in Judge of .the

Suprerne Coui"t or the Court oI Ap1:eal, shall applv in aU
respects to the presentation and passing of an address o{
Parliament for the removal of a member of the Com.
nission

5. Any member who vacates his office, otherwise than by
removal under section 4, shall be eligible for re_appointment.

6 (1) The bhairman may resign from the office of Chairman
by letter addressed to the President.

(D Subject to the provtsions of subsectiou (1), thc term
o, omce of the Chairman shall be his period of membetthlp
ol the.C+mmlcgio-

(Q Il the Chairman of the Commisisoo becomes by reasou
of illners or other infirmity, or absence :rom.Sri Lanke tem.
porarily unable to perform the duties of his ofEce, the Pre-
tdent mhy appoint any otler memhr of the Commission
to act tn his place.

?. No act or proeeeding ol the Commission shall bc
deenoed to be invalid by reason only of the existence of any
v.crDcy among its members,.or defect in the appointmeut
o{ ray uember thereot

Et The salaries of the members of the Commission strall
be dctermined by Parliament and shalt be charged on the
Conmlidated Fund and shqll.not be dirninished.during their
terac of ofEce.
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e. (l) The Chairman ot the Commission shall be its
Chief Executive ofrcer and shall preside at all meei.ags ot
the Commission. In t}e event of bis abtence from any meet-

ing, the members of the Commission present at such meet-

lng shaU elect one trom amongst tbemselves to preside at

rucb meeting.

(2) The Chairman of any meeting of the Commission
shall, in a<idition to bis own vote, trave a casting vote'

(3) Subject to the other provisions ol this Act, the
Comrnjssion may regulate the procedure in regard to the
conduct of tr:ectings of thd Comrnission, and the transaction
of busincss at such meetings. 1

The functions ol the Comrnission shall be-

to inquire into, and investigate, complair.ts regardinS,
procedures, wil.h a view to ensuring compliance
wi.h the provisions of tl:e Constitution reia.ting to
fundamental righis and to promoting resPect fcr,
and obsen'ance of, fundanrental rights;

(b) to i:rquire ir:to and i:rvestigdte complaints regal'ding
infringements or imminent lnfringements of funda-
mental rights, and to provide for resolution thereof
by conciliation and mediation in accordance '*'itlr
the provisions hereinafter provided ;

(c) to advise and assist the government in fornrulating
legislation and administrative directives and proce-

dures, in furtherance of, the promotion and Protec-
tion of fundamsrtal rights;

(d) to mate recommendatioru to the Croverament regard-
lng measures which should be taken to ensure tbrl
national laws and administrative pracdces are ln
accordance with international human rights norms
rnd rtrnderda;

(c) 0o make r.econnendrtioD! to the Govemment oa tbr
need to mbccrlbe or aocde to treldel and ottcr
tntcrosdonal lnstrumeotr ln the 0eld ol huDlD
rtltr; rnd

O to promote awa$eners or, and provtde cducetlon tl
reletion to, human rtgbta

!\Df,*ions ol
rbr Commis-
riol.

10.

(b)
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ll. For the pur?ose ol discharging G functlonr thd
Com:oission may exercise any or all of the lollorlng
BO\Perr:-

(c) iavestigate. any infringement or lmminent intinge-
ment of fundamental rights in accordance with tbe
eucceeding provisions of this Act ;

.(b) eppoint such number of sum-committees et
Prorrincial level, as it considers necessary to
exercise such powers of the Commission as may
be deJegated to them, by the Commission, under
.this Act ;

,(c) intervene in any proceedingsrelatingto theinfringe-
ment. or imminent inlrinqernent of fundarr,ental
rightg pending beiore any court, with the permls-
sion of such court;

{d) monitor the welfare of persons detained either by a
judicial order or otherwise, by regular iirspection of
their places of detention, ard to make such recom-
ment{ations as may be necessary for improving
thetr conditions of detention;

(e) take sr,rch sleps as it rnay be directed to take by the
Suprd'nre Court, in respect of any matter relerred
to it by the Supreme Court ;

(l) undertake research inio, and promote awareness cf,
human rights, by conducting programmes,
semirrars and workshops and to disseminate and
dtstribute thc res,rits oI such research;

(g) arvard in its absolute discretion to an aggrleved
person or a person acting on behalf of an aggrieved
person, such sum of money as is sufncient to meet
the expenses that may have been reasonably incur-
red by him in making a complaint to the Commlssion
under section 14,

-(h) do all such other things as arenecessaryorconducive
b tbc dbcbargc ol ltr ttmctlonr.

PART U
Powms oF IIcvEsrIcATroN oF TI|E Colo,rrssror

lr. (1) I1re Supr,eoe Court uray reler rny nattcr rttEtt
ln tbc coure of a hearing of an applicatlon Dadc to t'he
guercme g6s4,ndcr Artide 126 of the Conrtlbtloa to thc
Coonbdon tor laquiry end report

Powers of the
commission.

Reference by
Supreme

Court.
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(2) The Commission shall inquire and report to the

Supreme Court on the matters referred to it under cub-

tectlon (1), within the period, if any, specified tn sucli

reference.

13. (1) Where a complaint is made by an aggrieveC
party in terms of section 14, to the Commissicn, withiri
one month of the alleged infringement or irnrnirieni
infringement of a iu:,damental right bv e>:ecu.u:r:e or.

administrative action, the period w'ithin rvhich the
lnquirf into such con-rplaint is pending before the Ci-::l-
missiorl, shall not be taken :nto account in co:n::uti;:s 'rhe

period of one month rvith;n which an application n-ray bc.

made to the Supreme Court by such person in terms oi
Article 126 (2) of the Constitutioh.

(2) \4ttrere the Supreme Court makes a reference bi
terms of section 12(1) to the Commission for inquiry- or
report, the period commencing from the date of zucb

\ reference and ending on the date of the report of the
Commisslon, shall not be taken into account in computiug
the period of two months refered to in Article f26 (5) ot
the Constitution.

tl. Ihe Commission ma;r, on its own motion or oa B

complaint made to it by an aggrieved pemon or group of
persons or a person acting on behalf of an aggriwed
person or a group of persons, investigate gn allegatiol of

the infringement or imminent infringement of e fundr-
mental right of zuch pcrson or gloup of pcr3ons caulcd-

(e) by cxccutivc or tdministretivc action I r

O) r e rc.ult oI er ect which c.onstitutes an oCaoe
under the hcvention of terorism Act. No. {l of

lt7a, -mmittod bf ra, pcrsn.
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t5. (1) Where an investigation conducted by the
Commission under-section 14 does not disclose the inJrin-
gonent or rmminent infringement of a fundamental right
by executive or administraiive action or by any person
referred to in paragraph (b) cd section 14, the Commission
,rhell, record that fact, and shall accordingly inJoro tbe
gerson making the complaint withtn tbirty days.

(2) Where.au lnvestigation conducted by tbe Comrnisrioa
under section 14 discloses the infringement or .immrnent
lnfringement of a luldamental right by executivc ot
rdninistratiVe action, or by auy persrn rcfered to h
paragraph (b) of section 14, the Commission rhall hevc
thc power to refer the matter, where appropriate, fc con-
dllrdou or Dedletion

(l) Where an lnvestigation coaducted by tbc Commtrdol
under eection 14 discloses the infringement or immlnrd
LtXa3cment ol e fundameutal rtgbt by erccutlvc G
#nlnlrtrativt actloD' or by eoy Per.ou teferrcd to lrr
paregraph (b) of section t4, the Comraiscion mey whcro
it eppeen to the Comrcil:lon thrt lt lr aot eppropriate to
tc{er arch matter lor concilietion or mediation, or whcr!
{t eppcan to thc Comrnisciou that 'it k appropriatc to
rder the matter for conciUation or mediation, but all ot
rny of the'.parties object or objects to concilation or
andittion, or where thc attempt et conciliation or medlr'
{ou ir not successful-

(e) recommend to the appropriate authorit'ies, that pro-
recution or other proceedlngr be trstituted agalnrt
the person or PersoDr lalrlnging lucb fundamental
right ;

, {b) rtfer the matter to any court having jurisdiction
to hear and determine such matter in accordancl
with such rules of court as may be prescribed

therefor, and wlthin such timc as is provided for
invoking the jurisdiction of ruch court. by any
p6toD;

(c) make such recommendationr er it may think fit. to
thc rppropriate euthority or perrcn or pGilDt
@nc.cracd, rith I vicr to Prcvtntiag or rernedylng
ruch intringemcnt or thc continuation of rucb
btiaglnat

(4) Without prejudice to the generality of the recommendations
that may be made.under paragraph (c) of subsection (3), the
Commission may -

Procedure
where
infringement
is not
disclosed or is
disclosed.
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(o) recommend that the act or omission giving rise to
the infringement or imminent tnfringement ol a
fuudamentai rigirt be reconsidered or rectified;

(b) recommend that the decision giving rise to the
inCri.ngement or rrnminent inlringement of a funda-
mental right be reconsidered or rec'eifieci ;

(c) recommend that the practice on which the decision,
recommendation. act or omission giv'ing rise to the
infrrngement or imminent infringement of a

fundamental right rvas based, be altered; and

(d) recommend that reasons be given for the decision,
recommenda+"ion, act 0r omlssion giving rise to the'
infringement or imrninent infrigement of a
fundamental tight.

(5) No recommendation shall be made by the Commls-
sion under the preceding provisions oC this section in
respcc't of the infringement or imminent infringenrent
of a fundamental right except after affording an
oppoltu:tity of being heard to the pepson alleged to be
about to inlringe or to have infringed such firndamental
right.

(6; A copy of a reeorumendation made by the ComraF
, slon "urder the preceding provisions ol thts eection la
respert of the infringement or imminent infringement ol r
tundamental right shall be sent by the Commission to tho
persorr aggrieved, the heacl of the institution concerned,

and the Minister to whom the institution concernd ha!'
been assigned.

(?) Tne Cotnmissicn shalt require any authority or
per-.son. or persons to whom a recommendation under the
precet',ing provisions of this section is addressed to report
to the Commission, withir'. such period as may be specified

in such r6commendation, the action'which such authority or
person hirs lal<en, or propcses to ta}:e, to give effect to such

ieeomnrerrtlation and it shall be the duty of every such

person to report to the Commission accordingly.

(8) Where any authority or person or persons to whom a

recommendation under the preceding provisions of this section is 
,

addressed, fails to report to th6 Commission within-the period'
specified in'such recommendation or where such person reports to

the Commission and the action taken, or proposed to be taken by

him to give effect to the iecommendations of the Cornmission, is in
the view of the Commissioqinadequate, the Commission shall make
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a full report oi the faets to the President who shalln cause
8 c\opy of such tepolt to be placed before Parliament.

f6. (l) Where the Commission refers a matter for
coaciliatjon or mediation under section 1i it shall appoint
one or more persons to ionciliate or mediate between the

'T;t;. 
manner of appointment and the powers and

{unctions ol conciliators or mediators shali be as prescribed,

(3) The Commission may direct the parties to appear
before the conciliators or mediators for the purpose ot
conciliat'ion or mediation. Sittings of the conciliators or
mediators may be held in camera.

(4) In the event of the eoncjliation or mediailon not
betng anccessful, or where one party objects to conciliation
or mediation, the coneiiiator .or mediator shall report to
the Commtssion accordugly.

(5) Where the conciilators or mediators are successful

! ryrytUng the matter by conciliation or mediation they
shdl inlorm the Commission of the settlement arrived at.

(0) Wheqe a metter rs referrcd to for coiclliatioa or
mediafion under this secr,ion and a setilement is arrived
ai, the Commission shall make such directions (tncluding
directions as to the payment of compensation) as may be
neeessery to give effect to such settlement.

17. \t'here in the course oI an inquiry or lnvestigation
condusted by the Commission a question arises as to the
Ecope or smbit oI a fundamental right, the Commission may
refer guch guestion to the Supreme Court under Article 128
of the Constitution, for the determination of the Supreme
Cour(

18. (l) The Commission shall, for the purposes of an
inquiry or investigations under this Act, have the power-

(o) to procure and receive all such ev{dence, wrltten or
,.lral, and to examine all sueh persons as witnesses,
u the Commission may think tt necessary or
dedreble to procure or examine; .

(b) to require the evidence (whether written or oral) of any

witness, to be given on oath or affirmation, such oath or affirmation

to be that which could be required of the witness if he were giving

evidence,

Pr occ65ra
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h a court ol law, and to gdminlslsl aad cau.oc to
be adninistered by an officer authorised in thar
behall by the Cor[trission aa oath or afrrantloa to
every such witness;

(c) !o gummon any person residing il Sri l-ankl, b
attend any meeting of thc Commission to dvc
evldence or produce any docwrignt or otber tbllg
ln his possession, and to examine hiin as a wttuer
or require him to produce any docurnbnt or othc
tblng ia hls possession I

(rt) to adntt notwithstanding any ol the. , pr,ovldonr d
tbc Evidenee Ordlnance, any evidencg rhetl:
rrltt€a or oral, which migb[ be taadmbdblo b
chdl c crimind prceed.inge ;

(c) to admit or exclude the public from such tnqukt
or investlgation a 8ny palt thereol

00. (1) A persop who glves evidence before tbc
Commtssiou shnll in respect of such evHenc., b ctr{tLd
to all the privileges to which a witness dvlnS

'before a court ol law is entitred tn respect ol evldcue

$vcu bY hrrr before. suih court

(2) No person shall in respect ol $ny evldencc wdtti
or oral, $r'en by that person to, or before the CornmLdoo

be liable to ."rry action, prosecutio! or other proeedlnl

Cvil or crirn:nal in any court.

(3) Subjedt as hereinafter provided,.no evidenoe ol uy
drt€ment made or'given by any person to, or before, tb
Commissitu. shall be admissible against that peraon ln uy
acdon, prosecution or other Proccding' crvil or crimlnat b
l[y court;

Provi4eu that, nothing in the precedtng pmvidoq ot

tb! rubser:tion shall-

(a) affect, or be deemed or construed to affect, any prosecution

or penalty for any offence under Chapter XI of the Penal Code read

with section 23 of this Act ;
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{b} pmhibit, or be deemed or construed to prohibit thc
pubUcation or disclosure of the name, or of tbe,
widence or any part of the evidence of any
witness who gives evidence before the Commtsdo;
for the purposes of the prosecution of that witness
lor any ofience under Chapter XI of the penal
Code.

20 (1) Ercry summons shall be under the hand of the
Chelrruan 9f thg Q6mmisgl6a

(2) Any sutnmoDs Eay be senred by dellverlag tt to tbe
far&n named therein, oi where that is not practicable, by
tcrviag tt at the last known place of abode of that peroon,
er,by reglstered post.

(8) Every person to whom a fllmmons is senred shall
dtaad belore t.he Commiscion et the $nc aud plact
oetloned there\ end ohall anl wer the queationr put to
th by the Commiseion or producr cudl d&un€ott ot
Cbcr tblngs rs are required of hlm rad arc ln hls porserdon

- Ixrea, rccording to the tenor of the ermnonr.

tL (l) Every ofienie ot contempt commltted agatnrt,
e h dircsppct of, the authority of the Commisslon rhdl
tc punishable by the Supreme Court as though lt werc rn
rGence of contempt committed against, or in disrespect ol,
tha euthority of th* Court, and the Supreme Court tr
f.rcbt vegtcd with jurisdiction to try every such oEeues

(t) Aro act done or onrmitted to be done in relatioa tr
tlie Comsrission, whether in the presence of the Commisdor
c otherwise, strall constitute an ofiencc of contehpt
agalDd, or in disrespect of, the authority ol tbe Commtrstol

! ruch ect would, iI done or ommitted to be done iu rqlr
{oa to tte Supreme Court, have constifutcd en ofencc of
ont Ept egdnsil. or ta disrespect o(, thc euthorlty of EcD
(burt

{l) U uy p€aotr-
(c) r"nr without crulc, ?htch ln thc opbto of

tbe Commtrdon ls rcarnrble, to alPcal
before the Commbdon lt thc ttmc Jd Pln
Eca6oncd b thl ruunoot Eald "'dct tl
Acl; c

Service as

summons.

Punishment
for contempt.
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(b) reluses to be sworn or afirmed, or hevtng
being duly swonl or afirroed refusec or fdb.
without cause, which in the opinion oI thc
Commission ls reasonable, to answer any
question put to him touching the matterr
being inquired into, or investigated by, thc
Commission; or

(c) tefuses or fails without cause whlch in the
opinion of the Commission is reasonable, to
comply with the requirements of a nottce or
written order or direction issued or made to
him, by the Commission; or

(d) upon whom a summons is served under thtr
Act, refuses or fails without cause, whlch tr.
the opinion of the Commission is reasonable,' to produce and show to the Commisdon any
document or other thing, which is in hle

. possession or control and which ls !n the
opinlon of the' Commission necessary lor
arriving at the truth of the matters belng
lnquired into, or lnvestlgated,

sudr person shall be guilty of the ofience of coDtempt
sgaiast, or in disrespeet of, the authority of the
Commission

(4) Where the Commlsslon determlnes that a permn t^r'

guilty of an ofience of contempt under subsection (2) or
subsectlon (3), against, or in disrespect of, its authorlty thc
Commlssion may transmit to the Supreme Court, a Certif'
cate setting out zuch getermination; every such Certiffcate
shatl be signed by the Chairman of the Commlsdon.

(5) In any procedings for the pur0shment of an offeacc
of contempt v'hlch the Supreme Court may thlnk f,t to take
eongnizance of, as provided in this lection, any document
purporting to be a Certificete signed and transmitted to the
Court under subsection (4) .hall-

(o) be received in evidencc. and be deemed !o be nrch r
eertifieate without furtber prool, unlesr thc

oontrlrT lr Provd end

(b) be evidence that the determination set out in the certifioate
was made by the Commission and of the facts stated in the

determination.
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(6) Jn any proceed.lng taken as provided ln tbis sectio!
Ior tne prrnrehmsnl of any a.lleged offence of contempt
lgainst, or in disrespect'of, the aulhority of the Commrssion,
Do member of the Commission shall, except with his owa
consent, and notwithstanding anything to the contrary iu
this Act, be summoned or exaniDed as a witness.

PART Itr
Srerr or rrrs CoMrflssrox

22. (l) T!:ere shall be appointed a Secretary to. the
Commrsston,

(2) There may be appointed such of0cers and servants
as may De necessary to assist the Commlssion ln the
discharge of its funetlons under thtc AeL

23. The members of the Commiision and the officers and
servants appointed to assist the Commission shall be deemed
to be public servants within the meaning of the penal Code
and every inquiry or investigation conducted under thls
Act, shali be deemed to be a judicial proceeding wit}ln tbe
meaning oI that Code.

21. Ttre Commission may delegate to any officer appoint-
ed to assistrthe Commission any of lts powers, and the
persou to whom such powers are so delegated may exercise
those powers subject to the dlrection of the Commlssion,

25. (t) At tbe request of the Commission, any offier in
the pubtic service may, with the consent of that officer and
of the Secretary to the Ministry of the Minister in charge
of the subject of Public Administratlon, be temporarily
appointed to the stafi of the Commission, for sueh period ar
may be determined by the Commission, with like consent,
or q,ith like consent be permanantly appurinted to sucb
rtafr. ':'

(2) 'Where any ofEcer in the Public service ls temporarily
appainied to the staff of the Commission, the provisions of
zubsection (2) of section 11 of the National Transport
Commission Act, No. 37 of 1991 shall, mutotis mltandx.
apply to. and in relation to, srich ofHeer.

(3) Where any officer in the public service is permanantly.

appointed to the staffof the Commission, the provisions of subsection
(3) of section 14 of the National Transport Commission Act, No. 37

of 1981 shall, mutatis rnutandis, apply to, and in relation to, such

officer.
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(4) Whcre the Commission employs a Person who h!,
egreed to serve to the Government for a specified period, rny
period of service to the Corrrmission, shall be regarded ar
rervice to the Government for the purpose of dischargiai
tbe obligations of tbat person under such agreement.

26. (1) No proceedings civil or criminal, shall b.
instituted against any member of tbe Commission or any

officer or servant appointed to assist the Commisrion'
other tban for contempt, or egainst 8ny other Perrou atdlt
.ing the Com:nission ia any other way' lo! any act whlah to
good faith is douc or omitted to bc done, by hla. ar rrcb
member or ofEcer or enrant or otber persoD"

(2) A mcmb* ol the Commisslon or an o0cer or cn ral
rppoiDted to asdst the Cormrission rhdl oet bc rcqulnd to
produce h eny court, any docummt recelvcd by, r ia
dirclo* to lny cdrrq lay Eltter 6 trrlng oomiaS tE tba
notice ot. the Cornmlssion ln the courle oI any tnqulrT o
lnvestigetion conducted by tlre Commirslon undcr thlr Ad,
except as may be neces$ary tor the.purpores ol procrcdlryr
lor cutemPt or tor an oEence under tblr Ast'

(3) No procecdlngr clvll or cdmtnd' nil b.
lnstituted in any court rgeinst rny meubcr of tlr Oro'
oission in respect of any report made by thc Commbdc
under this Act or against any ot'ber person in respect qt t.br

publication by such Person of a substaatlally tru. mrDl
of such reporl

({) Any cxpen3es lnrcured by tbe Commlrdon b er;
arit or prosecution brought by, or against, the Commtrdo-l

befo"re any court, shall be paid out of tbe fundr ol thr
Commission aud any costs paid to, or recovercd by' thc
.Commlssion in any such suit or proeecudon, rbrll bc

credited to the fund of the Commisrion-

(5) .&ny expense lncurred by eny racmbcr od tb' C@'

mission or any otlEcer or rervant thercof or elrrz PcE
rppointed to assist the Commission, ta rny ndt or Pmic+
tion brought tgslDst bin tD euy court h rcA'ct ol rny 5
which is done, or purported to bc done, by bim under thl
Act or'on the direction oI the Commtrrioa rhall' U tb'
court bol& thet thc lct wr donc la Sood tdth' b' FLl
out of ihc funds of the Commisdon' ualcr arch 6PGor b
'if-a 

brz hl' b tuch llt c foxrUc,
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,

n. The Commission shall be deemed to be a scheduled
,iat'Jtutio:r within the meaning o{ ttre Bribery Act, and the
prcrr,'isions oI that Act shall be construed accordilgly.

PART IV

Geuennl

28. (1) Where a persorr is arrested or detained under the

Preveniion of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) Act, No. 48 of
1979 or a regulation made under the Public Security Ordinance,
(Chapter 40) it shall be the duty of the person making such arrest

or order of detention, as the case may be, to forthwith and in any

case, not later than forty-eight hours from the time of such arrest or
detention, inform the Commission of such amest or detention as

th'e case may be and the place at which the person so arrested or
detained is being held in custody or detention. Where a person so

held in custody or detention is released or transferred to another

place of detention, it shail be the duty of the person making the

order for such release or transfer, as the case may be, to inform the

Commission of such release or transfer, as the case may be, and in

the case of a transfer, to inform the Commission of the location of
the new place ofdetention.

(2) Any person authorised by the Commission lr
riting may enter at any time, any plaec of detenilo4
polict station, prison or eny other placc in wbich rny
person ls detained by e judicial order or otherwire, end
make sueh examinations therein or make ruch inqulrier
bom any person found therein, as may bc neccssaql to
recertain the conditions of detention of tbe pcrsorul
detaiD.d thertin.

(S) /rny person on whom a duty is imposed by sub-
rcction (1), and who wilfully omits to inform thc Commis-
doa es rcquired by subsection (1), or who resists or
obstructs an olficer authoriseC under subsection (1) in the
exercirc by that ofiicer of the powers conferred on him by
ttat s.rbgection, shall be guilty of an offence and shall on
conviction elter rummary trial by e Magistrate, be liable to
lnprironment for a period not exceeding one year o! to a
6nc not exceeding five thousand rupees, or to both zuch
0ne ard imprieonment.
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8, (1) The State shall provide the Commission rltl
rdequate fuDds to enable the Cornmlsslon to discherge tbr
fuDctions essigned to lt by this Act.

(2) Tbe Commission shall cause proper accourt! to b
kept of its income and expeuditure, tDd assets and liabill-
tles.

(3) The ffnancial year of the Commlssion sbrll b€ thc
calendar year.

(4) Article 154 ol the Constitution shall apply to tbe
audit and accouDts of the Cornmsislon,

30. The Commission shall submit an annual repcrt to
Parliament of aU its activities during the year to which the
report relates. Such report shall contain a list of ali
matters rcferred to it. and the action taken in respect of
them aiong w-th the recommendations of the Commission
in respecl of each matter. The Commission may, whenever
it considers it necessary to do so, submit perioCic or

speci;-'l reports to Parliament in respect ol any particular
matter or matters referred to it, and the action taken in
respect thereof.

' 3i. (1) The Minister may make regulations for the

purpose of carrying out or giving effect to the princinles

and provisiont oi ttit Act, or in respect ol any matter whie'h

ls required by this Act to be prescribed, or iD lespect ol
wbich regulation's are required to be rnade.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the powers

conferred by subsection (t), the $ljnister may make regula-

tlons prescribing the procedure to be followed in tlre conduct

Of investigations under this Act.

(3) Every regulation made by the Minister shall bc

publlshed ln the Gozette, uld lhall come tnto operation cn

the date of are.h prbller$on, os oD srcb htcr drts rt Dry
bG rD.dfled la tbo ngulrdPu

(4) Every tegulation made by the Minister shall as roon

rr ooDveBletrt alter lts publicatloa ta the Guc* be

'Dcought belort Porltamcnt lor rpprovrl Any rcgulr$o

thtch tl Dot !o rpprroved shrll bc decmcd to bo rGdndc'

.r &oB thc date of nrcb dlsapprovrl but rltbout pnludlcr

to raythlag Prevloully doac tbcrcundcr.
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(5) Nctification of the date of which any regulatioa is so
deemed to be rescinded shall be publishei tn tbe Gazette.

31 In the event of any inconsistency between the
Slnhdr rsd Tamll texts ot tbis Act, tUe itntrata tert shall
pcevEtt.

33. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires_

" fundenental right " means a fundamental rtght
dedared and recognised by the Constitution;

" head ol the institution,, i:n relation to-
(a) a public officer senring in a Goverament

department, means the head of that depart-
ment, or where such public officer is the heed
of that department means the Secretar5r to
the Ministry to which that department har
been asstgned;

(b) a pubUc officer who is servlng in a Minlstry
means the Secretary to the Ministry, or where
such public ofrcer ls tbe Secretary means the
Minister ia charge ol that Minlstry;

(e). a scheduled public ofEcer, means the Judlclal
Service Commission, appointed under
Article 112 of the Constitutlon;

(d) any other pubUc ofEcer, means the prtndpal
executive offi.cer under whose general
direction rld coDtrol that public ofEcer lr
servlng;

(e) aa oficer ol a pubUc eorporatlon, locd
. authority'or other like institution" means tbl

prtndpal executive ofBcer of that pubUc
eorporatiou, loeal autbority or other ttlt
tnstttution, or where nrch ollcer lr tba
prlnclpal execudve ofrcer ol th"t prUttc
corpon{oq local ruthorlty or hdltuUri,
merD, thc Secctaty to thc Mlatrtry uadc
vhteh rueh prbllc corpontlion, locd ruthctty
c b.{tuUoa luaCloat;

'i Lu&arr right " means a right declared and recognised by
tLa lntcrartloael Cowoall oD Ctvll rad poUtlcd
Bt&tr rad tbc Intcraationrl Coro&t on EoD@lq)
Sodrt lad Culturl ltgbtr;
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'hdtution" llrcludes a Government department, publ,h

mrporation, statutory board or commission, locrl
authority, Government owned business undgrtakln5

and a company, the majorityof shares of which art
held by the Government ;

" Io@I auihority " means any Munlcipal Council, Urba.o

Council or Pradeshiya Sablia and includes anl
authority cieated or established by or under any

Law, to exercise, perform and discharge power{
duties end functions corresponding or similar to,

the po\\'ers, duties and fuI-rctions ererciscd.

pcrformed and discharged by any sucb Council oI

Sabha;

"'pulrlic corporation " means any corporation, board or

other body rririch r*'as, cr is established by ot

turder any wrilten law other than that Companier

Act, No. 1? of 1982, with funds or capital wholly or

partly provided by the Government, by rr8:i 01

, S.ot loan or otherw-isa
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